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The Impact of Land Settlement on Urban Expansion and the
Extent of Residents’ Satisfaction in the City of Beitunia

Abstract

The Palestinian land is the basic of the Palestinian — Israeli conflict, as
the occupation sought to control the Palestinian land and strengthen its
presence by the construction of settlements to encourage immigration
of Jews to Palestine. On the other hand, the Palestinians faced forced
displacement campaigns as a result of the occupation and
appropriation of their lands, so that owing of lands is considered as
one of the main issues of the Palestinians. Due to the multiplicity of
governments that ruled Palestine, multiplicity of laws and legislations
governing issues related to land can be found. The Palestinian
Authority followed the Jordanian Law (No0.40) of the year 1952 and
made some amendment to it with the aim of organizing the settlement
and registration processes, which included the establishment of the
Land Authority by the year 2002, and the Land and Water Settlement
Commission (LWSC) by the year 2016. Hence, the study sought to
identify the impact of land settlement and registration on urban
expansion in the West Bank, where Beitunia was chosen as the study
area. In addition, the study sought to identify the degree of satisfaction
with the work of the LWSC by the residents of the city and the
workers at LWSC, and also exploring the effects of the process of
land settlement outcomes (economic, social, political and security). In
order to achieve the objectives of the study, the historical and
descriptive methods were used to define the laws governing the

process of settling and registering lands in Palestine, in addition to



introducing the essence of urban expansion and the concept of
satisfaction. The researcher also applied the analytical method by
designing two questionnaires, where the first one was distributed to a
random sample of Beitunia residents (247 residents) and the second
one was distributed to an intended sample of employees
(60employees). The researcher also applied an illustrative maps
designed by using GIS tools to demonstrate the impact of the lands
settlement and registration on urban expansion in the city of Beitunia,

using the comparative analysis method.

The study found that there is an impact of LWS on urban expansion in
the city of Beitunia, as the land settlement led to an increase in the
number of basins and neighborhoods to reach (36), and increase
number of plots from (2,170) to reach (5,500) plots of lands, with a
decrease in their areas and an increase in road areas from (1,815)
dunums at the year 1995 to nearly (1,815) dunums within the settled
lands (about 9,000) dunums. These outputs led to an increase in the
number of buildings for residential and rental purposes from (1,100)
buildings at the year 1995 to reach (1,963) at the year 2017 to meet
the increasing demand for residential apartments. The results also
showed a medium degree of satisfaction among residents towards the
settlement project, with a high degree of acceptance among the LWSC
employees. It also showed that there was a medium degree of
economic, social, political and security influences from the settlement
of the lands in the city of Betunia from a residents’ point of view, and

a high degree of acceptance from the employees’ point of view.



The study recommended the necessity of ending the settlement and
registration work before drawing up the structural plans, in order to

benefit from their outcomes.
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